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President’s Report  
 

I am certainly looking forward to my next year as the new President of the Gold Coast 
Succulent and Bromeliad Society.   No doubt it will hold some challenges for me but I am 
hoping to continue the smooth running of the G.C .S.B.S. with the great teams of members 
that we have had in the past  -  these being members of the Executive Committee, 
Committee members and every other member of the G.C.S.B.S  who helps out in any way 
whether it be in the Kitchen, Sales (Tills, Packing, Boxes), Library, Raffle, Front door,  
Security, Bar Codes, Bus Trips, Guest speakers, Off-site Sales at Shopping Centres, helping 
with the Produce and in any other manner of job. Your dedication to the G.C.S.B.S. is very 
much appreciated by us all.  I look forward to your continued support. 
 
The Carrara Sales Day was a great success (see Marjorie’s report). New members Terry and 
Margaret Higgins have kindly volunteered to coordinate the Carrara Event on 17/18 
November 2018 and will put a big effort into making this a successful Sales and Judged 
Competition for our Society.   
 
 I, as Incoming President, would like to sincerely thank Marjorie for the work and planning 
that she did for the G.C.S.B.S. last year under sometimes difficult situations.   
 
The planning for “Golden Broms” is progressing nicely with the full deposit of $20,000 paid 
to Sea World Resort and further moneys in the bank. We have received very generous 
donations from the Northern Territory Bromeliad Society, Illawarra Bromeliad Society, 
Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society and also the Bromeliad Society of Queensland with all 
moneys going directly into our “Golden Broms” Conference Account.  A big thank you to all 
members who are contributing to the fund raising efforts for our Conference. Your help is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Our meeting on 25 November was our last meeting for 2017. This was a social day with our 
spectacular Rare Plant Auction again this year.  True Grant sourced plants from the 
Bromeliad Society of Queensland Spring Sale at the Table Tennis Centre from a myriad of 
growers, getting a collection of rarer, newer and sought after plants.   
 
A big Thank You also goes to Ruth Dickson for the wonderful effort in the Kitchen in 2017 
together with Marion Matthews and many volunteers.  The Kitchen provides a great service 
to not only G.C.S.B.S. members but also visitors. Merrilyn Whitehead and Keith have again 
volunteered to work the Kitchen temporarily for the first few months of 2018 – and 
hopefully longer.  Members’ continued support of the Kitchen is extremely valued. 
 
I look forward to a progressive year with the Society. In my opinion the G.C.S.B.S. is the 
most progressive Society in the South East corner of Queensland (I may be biased of course) 
with a growing membership annually, wonderful plants sales not only at our sales events 
but also at the General Monthly Meetings (inviting members of the General Public to 
purchase plants), our great variety of Guest Speakers and the general fellowship of 
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members of the Society. Remember the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc.  is 
your Society.  
 
Greg & I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a very happy and prosperous New Year 
and I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year at our January Meeting. 
 
Narelle Aizlewood. 
President G.C.S.B .S. 
 

Carrara Sales Day 2018 
 
The date that was available for our Society for the first half of next year was in May 2018 & 
coincided with the Society’s General Meeting.  The Committee considered this issue very 
carefully & decided not to go ahead in May 2018 for the following reasons: 

 General Meetings are the main focus of Society activity & should not be cancelled. 

  It would have been impossible to run both the General Meeting & a Sale at Carrara in 
terms of manpower. 

 We didn’t have a coordinator for the May event. 
 
We have a coordinator for 17/18 November 2018 & will put a big effort into making this a 
successful Sales & Judged Competition for our Society. 
 
The Committee intend to book two sales events at Carrara for 2019. They have also decided 
to hold the Judged Competition in November each year as this fits in with the Popular Vote 
Competition which ends in September. 
 

Sausage Sizzle 22nd 
October 2017 
 
The G.C.S.B.S held a Sausage Sizzle on 
the 22 October 2017 at Bunnings 
Arundel.  
 
 It was a great day with good weather 
after a week of rain.   
 
John, Greg and I would sincerely like to 
thank those who helped us on the day.   They were Margaret Higgins, Carmon Burke, 
Allyson Clarke, and Natasha Musch.  The teamwork was great and the sausages just flowed 
off the production line.  We cooked our way through 20 kg of sliced onions, approximately 
43 kg of sausages and 28 loaves of bread.  A great effort for the day and a very good job well 
done. 
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Our next sizzle is on NEW YEARS EVE.  Yes you read it right.  NEW YEARS EVE.  If anyone is 
going to be around during the Christmas New Year Break and could give us an hour or two 
on the roster, your help would be so greatly appreciated.  Narelle will have a roster available 
for that purpose so please let her know if you can help. Hopefully it will not be too hot. 
 
All funds raised from the Sausage Sizzles at Bunnings go directly to the ‘Golden Broms’ 
Conference account for the 20th Australasian Bromeliad Conference to be held at Sea World 
on the Gold Coast on 17 – 20  October 2019. 
 
Greg and Narelle Aizlewood. 
 
Narelle can be contacted on PH 07 5546 1161 
 
 

G.C.S.B.S. Sales Day at the Carrara Markets held on 
18th & 19th November 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Events Arena at Carrara Markets with live music was a wonderful setting for our most 
successful sales event ever.   
 
The plants were well presented with a great variety on show.   
 
Setup day involved around 90 tables and bollards which were supplied by the Carrara 
Markets. The following people deserve a very big thank you. Noreen and Peter Wright, 
Carole Solomon, Monica Bailey, Graeme Bullen, Ian Cairns and Andrew Duncan. Brian Wallis 
supplied, delivered and assembled many cartons, with some of us helping, but mostly my 
sister Velda. They did a big job and of course a very important one.  A special thank you to 
Brian and Velda.  A few more helping hands would have made the task easier.  So please 
keep it in mind when we have another event.   
 
Andrew Duncan brought 18 tables from Tamborine and collected them on Monday 
morning.  Friday was a 6am start as there was a lot more to do with security starting then.  
Lots of people with their lovely plants, 28 members in fact, started arriving.  The tables were 
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filled, the display was organized as far as it could be done, & it was 5pm when we left the 
venue.   
 
Saturday 6am start- importantly for the eftpos machines to be turned on for charging.  8am 
the hordes started to arrive with cartons in hand and so many happy shoppers were filling 
many boxes. The tables emptied so many sellers headed off home to be able to restock the 
tables for Sunday. The rain was on and off all day.   
 
Sunday 6am start & the weather looked better as the gates opened to the crowd again.  
Many returned from buying on Saturday.  The help was slower as weariness was settling in.  
Our tables were relieved of the plants again.  Pack up went smoothly from 3pm as we did 
not have to take the tables down or remove the bollards etc. 
 
Thank you to Wendy Perske and Chris Aisbett hardly seems adequate as they did the full 
two days on the eftpos machines or taking bundles of cash.  I am grateful for the 
cooperation of the Carrara Markets, The Southport Orchid Society and everyone who 
helped make our event outstanding. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Marjorie Bullen 

 
Events & Upcoming 
Speakers for our 
General Meetings 2018 

 
January 27    General Meeting 
                       Australia Day Quiz 
Popular Vote Competition restarts 
Plants of the Month: Catopsis, 
Hohenbergia & any Succulent 
 

 

November 17 & 18   Sales & Judged 

Competition at Carrara. 

 

 

Photo right: Brian Wallis at our Xmas 

Party November 25, 2017 
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Memberships 2018 
Membership subscriptions for 2017 / 2018 were due on 1st 
October 2017.  
 
Memberships not renewed by 31st December 2017 are considered 
as lapsed.  
 
Single membership is $25 & family is $40.  
 
Renewal forms are included with this Bromlink & are also available at the Members’ 
Services Desk at General Meetings. 
 
Payment can be made by cash, EFTPOS or cheque at meetings or a cheque can be posted to 
the address on the form. 
 

Note as per our Constitution: Family Membership refers to husband and wife / couple but 

also includes immediate family dependant members. The total number of people permitted 

under one family membership is four (4).  

 

 

 Many thanks to Kath Henderson for your article about the LA Huntington Botanical 
Gardens.  

 Thank you also to Barbara & Rob Murray from the Bromeliad Society of QLD for your 
article on Aechmeas.  

 Many thanks to Marjorie Bullen & Narelle Aizlewood for your reports. 

 Best wishes to all for a Very Happy Christmas & Prosperous New Year. 
 
Photo below: Succulents at the Rare Plants Xmas Raffle – November 25, 2017 
  

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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Results Popular Vote Competition. 

Sincere thanks to all members who partipated to make the Popular Vote Competition so 

successful this past year. Congratulations to the winners.  

The competition starts up again on 27th January 2018 & continues through to September. 

Here are the winners of the 5 classes: 

Succulents Novice: 
Richard Phillipps 
Photo top 
 
Succulents Open: Peter & 
Noreen Wright 
Photo middle 
 

Bromeliad Novice: Keryn 
Simpson & Dave Boudier 
Photo bottom 
 
Bromeliad Open: True 

Grant  

Decorative Container:  Keryn Simpson & Dave Boudier 
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Huntington Botanical 
Gardens, Los Angeles, USA 

 

Here are a few photos from my Huntington 
Botanical Gardens visit earlier this year in Los 
Angeles. 

The ID of a lot of plants in the gardens was not 
obvious, probably overgrown. This was not at all 
a detraction. These Broms featured here - I'm 
guessing the three are all Puyas. Perhaps 
the cobalt blue flowering one is Puya alpestris 
(top left page 11).   

The bird in the photo to the right is about the 
size of our yellow eyed honey eaters making 
those sulphur yellow flowers pretty impressive. 
The spike must have been over 3 metres high.   

Some puyas were very dense with beautiful, 
almost jade green, smaller flowers (see photos 
on the bottom on page 11).  The clumps of 
these Puyas were huge and not in full flower 
yet. 

Anyone planning a trip to LA must (absolutely) 
visit these gardens. My time there was limited 
to four hours so only got to explore the cacti, 
other succulents and the terrestrial broms in 
just one area.  Plan to give yourself at least 2 
full days there.  Awesome doesn't cut it. It is 
truly WOW, WOW, WOW. 

The Garden is closed to public every Tuesday.   

Cactus Kate. 

If anyone can identify the Puyas in the photos – 
please let me know. You can contact me at 
gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com.au     Ed 
 
 

mailto:gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com.au
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Aechmea by Barbara Murray 

 
Aechmea is a very large and most diverse 
genus of plants found in the Bromeliaceae 
family and has been in cultivation since the 
early 1800's. Aechmea was named using a 
Greek word ‘aichme’ meaning ‘a spear’. 
Some say it means ‘a spear tip’ referring to 
the shape of the flower head, others say it 
refers to the leaf which is lance shaped at 
the tip.                                                                                  

                  Photo above: Aechmea allenii 
 
The first Aechmea species, Aechmea fasciata, arrived 
in Europe in 1826. Ananas arrived in 1493! The 
Aechmea genus contains 283 species (identified in The 
New Bromeliad Taxon List August 2016) and all 
originate from Central and South America. They grow 
from sea level to high in the mountains. Some have 
adapted for growth in moist, shady forests while 
others prefer more arid regions. They grow in sun, 
shade, on rocks, in trees. They are relatively easy to 
care for and produce a bright, long lasting 
inflorescence whilst also offering a great variety in                       

colour, foliage, and growth habits.  
 
Photo above: Aechmea brevicollis 
 
Description: 
Aechmea sizes vary greatly from small – less 
than 30cm, medium – 31cm-70cm, medium-
large – 71cm-100cm and large – greater that 
100cm. 
The shapes are various and include vase like, 
bottle and tubular forms. All are epiphytic tank-
forming plants, mostly with broad rosettes of 
arching leaves; a few are tall and tubular like the 
billbergias.   
 
Photo right: Aechmea bromeliifolia 
 
Aechmeas not only have a very long lasting 
inflorescence, but many varieties have attractive 
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and long lasting foliage. Foliage 
colouration ranges from maroons, 
pinks, yellows, oranges, reds, 
silvers, and greens with markings 
such as bands, marbles, variegates 
and albomarginatas. These stately 
plants may have wide, strappy 
green leaves that sometimes 
appear to be lightly powdered with 
grey scales. Some may have fine 
and wiry leaves with a leathery 
texture. Others may have glossy 
leaves. Leaves may be rigid or 
reflexed.    
 
                                                                                      Photo above: Aechmea echinata 
 
One disadvantage is the spines on their leaf margins – they can be ferocious. They range 
from small and sharp to gouging, backward-curving spines along the margins or outer edges 
of their leaves that can be painful, so be careful when working with them. Wise growers 
ensure they wear protective sleeves and gloves when working with these plants. 
 
Although the plants themselves are beautiful, their inflorescences are stunning and usually 
long-lasting – up to 9 months. The 
inflorescence emerges usually in spring. The 
cylindrical, cone-like inflorescences always 
majestically rise up above the leaves on a long 
stem. Some inflorescences stay erect, whilst 
others are pendant. Large and brilliantly 
coloured bracts last for weeks to months - 
usually red, pink or orange. The flowers are 
often a different colour to the bracts, mainly 
purple, but yellow, white and blue are also 
seen. Finally, the berries produced after 
flowering offer another range of colours until 
finally fertilised berries turn to black, soften 
and are easily removed if needed for seed 
raising. 
 
                              Photo right: Aechmea hoppii 
 
Light:  
Many Aechmeas can take full sun, whilst 
others require a shaded environment.  
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Aechmea with lighter or silvery leaves can be slowly adapted to higher light levels. Do not 
expose to direct sunlight, but they can be acclimated to higher light levels.  
 
Aechmeas need bright light, preferably 2000 to 
4000 foot-candles (6000 with high humidity). 
Some will grow in full sun (Aechmea 
blanchetiana). They can survive with less light 
but will be weak and may not bloom. Some will 
tolerate full sun in humid climates, while a few at 
the other extreme need shady conditions. Bright 
light brings out the best foliage colour in the 
banded and spotted species. Most will grow well 
outdoors under 40% to 65% shade cloth. 
[Since light intensity is the primary factor in the 
photosynthesis of plants, horticulturalists often 
measure and discuss optimum intensity for 
various plants in foot-candles. A foot-candle is 
how bright the light is one foot away from the 
source. Full, unobstructed sunlight has an 
intensity of approximately 10,000 fc. An overcast 
day will produce an intensity of around 100 fc.]   

 

 

                                                                                                    Photo above: Aechmea lamarchei 
                               
Temperature: 
The hard-leafed species are more cold hardy and a 
few can take temperatures down to -6° Celsius 
(20°F). Above that there is little or no damage. It's 
best to protect your plants from freezing unless you 
know that yours are cold hardy. Many are 
extremely sensitive to the cold and prefer a range 
from 10°C to 32°C. Foliage colour fades at high 
temperatures but no real damage is done. 
Inflorescence colour is more intense and longer 
lasting at cooler temperatures and lower light 
levels. 
 
Water: 
Water quality is less important than for most other 
genera, but the basic cultural methods are still 
recommended to prevent spotting and possible leaf 
tip burn.  
 
                                                                                                     
                                                                                              Photo above: Aechmea jungurudoensis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photosynthesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horticulture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunlight
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Aechmea’s foliage grows without a stem. 
The leaves grow together forming a tank 
at the centre of the plant. This enables an 
Aechmea, growing in the wild, to store 
water, which is used by the plant when 
rainfall is sporadic. The tanks also collect 
nutrients from dust, insects, and other 
particles. For the home gardener it is 
better to maintain water in the central 
tank at all times. Weekly flushing out the 
water in the tank and replacing it with 
fresh water prevents the water stagnating 
in the tank. Stagnating water can lead to 
odour, bacterial infection, pests like 
mosquitoes, and build-up of salinity that 
can eventually lead to plant damage. It 
also encourages dogs to devour your 
plants as they love the aroma of the 
rotting bacteria. Filling the tanks with 
distilled water or rain water will help 
prevent the build-up of salts commonly 
found in tap water.  
                                                                                        Photo above: Aechmea mariae-reginae 
 
Water the soil thoroughly but wait until the soil is fully dry before rewatering as leaving the 
soil constantly wet results in root rot. In winter, grow the plants a little on the dry side. 
Aechmeas do like humidity. 
 
Potting & Mounting: 
Aechmeas are epiphytic meaning 
they grow non-parasitically on 
another host such as a tree. 
Aechmeas will do very well mounted 
on rough untreated wood, cork or 
pieces of drift-wood. (Treated wood 
may contain copper which is deadly 
to bromeliads.)  
 
Many Aechmeas produce offsets on 
long stolons. These plants are easier 
to grow mounted than potted since they quickly escape from their pots and the plant 
continuously falls over. In a few years, a large extremely attractive colony will multiply when 
grown this way. If you choose to mount an Aechmea do not select a mature plant, opt for a 
pup.                                                                                     Photo above: Aechmea tayoensis 
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Aechmea roots are intended to hold the 
plant firmly upright so the tank can 
receive all the nutrients and water it 
needs to flourish. Therefore, these roots 
are strong and tough, anchoring the 
bromeliad to the host plant, but unable to 
absorb water and nutrients. But 
Aechmeas are adaptable and they can 
adjust their root system when potted in 
soil so that the roots will take up water 
and nutrients from the soil, though the 
root systems are still not large. Don't 
replant an Aechmea deeply as this will kill 
the plant. Small plants are happy in 
100mm pots but larger plants are better 
in 140mm, 200mm or 250mm pots. If a 
bromeliad is unstable in the pot, it can be 
staked up until the roots grow. It is 
common for Aechmeas to become top 
heavy. Large Aechmea, particularly in 
flower, become top heavy and tend to 
topple over in strong winds which is very frustrating. Some growers put a heavy object in 
the bottom of the pot to try and prevent 
the plant from falling over.                 
 
Photo above right: Aechmea tessmannii 
 
Soil: 
Any soil mix with lots of drainage. These 
are technically air plants that use their 
roots for support. In the garden, they are 
happiest in moist, humus-rich soil. 
 
Feeding: 
Follow basic rules for bromeliads. Don't 
over fertilize. Fertilize sparingly with a 
liquid fertilizer during the growing 
season. 
 
                         
 
                Photo right: Aechmea strobilina 
 
 

http://containergardening.about.com/od/containergardening101/f/Potting-Soil-And-Potting-Mix.htm
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Propagation: 
Most Aechmea species, after blooming, 
produce offsets (pups) on long woody stolons 
from the base of the plant. The toughness of 
the stolons plus the spiny leaves makes offset 
removal a strenuous and sometimes a painful 
experience. Gloves, long sleeves, and a very 
sharp knife, hacksaw or even a chisel should 
be the main tools in your toolbox. Pups are 
removed when they are around a third the size 
of the parent plant. The pups will flower in one 
to three years depending on the species. It is 
not essential to remove these pups as many 
species are attractive grown as huge colonies. 
Simply leave the colony and remove the 
parent plant when it dies.   

 
Photo right: Aechmea racinae var. tubiformis 
 
Disease: 
Aechmeas grown in airy environments with 
space around them rarely develop any scale. 
Insect problems are minimal but grasshoppers always munch on the leaves of my nicest 
plants. 
 
Seed Raising: 
There are more hybrids than species in 
Aechmea as they are quite readily fertilised. 
Seed has been easily available from overseas 
and imported to Australia, but if the seed 
was not wild-collected then the seed could 
not be guaranteed a species until grown and 
flowered and referred back to the species for 
confirmation. Hybrid seed is also valuable. If 
the seed is a hybrid and not a species, it may 
be possible to backcross.   

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Phot o r i ght 
Photo right: Aechmea ‘Black Flamingo’ 
 
For a first time seed raiser, Aechmea is a 
great genus with which to experiment. The 
inflorescence, if fertilised will produce a 
berry coloured from red, yellow, blue or 
purple. When mature this berry will be soft 
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and usually black and can be easily removed from the inflorescence with a slight tug. I used 
Aechmea blanchetiana for my first ever attempt, squeezing the seed directly into a small 
plastic container with peat moss on the base. The success rate was 100%. Every seed 
propagated! Quickly! Within weeks the seeds needed to be potted up because the 
container was way too small. Days were spent in the activity, resulting in around 200 potted 
plants, before common sense prevailed. The rest of the seed was offered to other bromeliad 
growers, and many of the potted up plants were re-planted around the perimeter of the 
property. Even then I had some left over and these I placed in their tiny pots in a 
polystyrene box and left under a tree. Years later they were happily growing, crowded and 
large, but not as large as they should have been, in the same box. The learning process was 
extensive as conversations with knowledgeable seed raisers quickly established that 
everything done was contrary to good seed raising practices. It was fun though.  

 

 
 

 
 
phot o 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Considerations: 
If growing in a greenhouse, genera with similar cultural requirements are best grouped 
together. Aechmeas, Neoregelias and Billbergias need high light to develop good colour and 
form, they require enough water to flush out the central cup, and they need minimal 
fertilizer, so they grow well together. 
There were 7 subgenera – Chevaliera (Aechmea tayoensis); Lamprococcus (Aechmea 
weilbachii var. weilbachii); Macrochordium (Aechmea bromeliifolia); Ortgiesea (Aechmea 
organensis); Platyaechmea (Aechmea mulfordii); Podaechema (Aechmea haltonii); and 
Pothuava (Aechmea nudicaulis). (January 2005), but all of these subgenera have been 
reassigned to the Aechmea genus with only a few exceptions. (See Taxon List – 
http://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/taxonList.php 
 
Photo Above: Aechmea ‘Blush’  

http://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/taxonList.php
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Photos: Succulents & Bromeliads at the Rare Plants Xmas Raffle on 25th November 2017 
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A list of all GCSBS members (including new members) is displayed at the Meet & 

Greet Desk at society meetings 

 

 
          UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS 
 

 Helensvale Plaza    February 22 & 23 

 Mudgeeraba Market     March 7 & 8 

 Nerang My Centre    March 22 & 23 

 Springwood Mall     April 26 & 27 

 Southport Park    May 10, 11, & 12 

 Mudgeeraba Market     May 16 & 17 

 Helensvale Plaza    June 21 & 22 

 Southport Park    July 12, 13 & 14 

 Mudgeeraba Market     August 22 & 23 

 Mudgeeraba Market     November 29 $ 29 
 

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of 
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services 

Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when 
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Narelle Aizlewood. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aims of the society are:  
 

(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and 
development of succulents and bromeliads.  
 

(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to 
encourage their production and propagation. 
 

(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 

(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain 
noxious species. 
 

(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such 
publications as are deemed desirable. 
 

(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar 
bodies or societies. 
 

(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the 
Society. 
 

(H)  To foster family membership and members. 
 


